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COUNTRY' Austria DATE DISTR. 16 bec 1954

SUBJEGT: Mail Serviee of thwSovietshrmy in Austria yo of paGES 9

DATE OF INFORMATION REFERENCES: 25X

PLACE ACQUIRED:

25X1

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

AR ‘]‘j’(“ B

25X1
Categories of Classified Mail

1. Classified mail in the Soviet Army in Austria was of two categoriles,
"top secret" (Bovershenno sekretno) and "secret" (sekretno). 25X1
\ |1ist the following types of material that were classl- o5yq
fied "top secret': All orders originating from CGF Hq., training
reports from any lower headquarters, combat readiness reports from
regimental and separate battalion-level headquarters going to a
higher headquarters, any document pertaining to T/O%E and military
occupational specialties (VUS - Voyennaya Uchdetnaye Spetsial-
‘nost ') and movement orders, The following types of materlial were
classified "secret": Certain manuals dealing with tactics and
claseified equipment, operational directives from & higher head-
quarters, data on assignment of personnel, all orders originating
from a higher headquarters (except CGF), permits to cross the
Hungarian, Austrian, and USSR borders (required by personnel going
on leave or demobilization), findings of military courts, promotion
and reduction orders, leave requests and orders, and any document
identifying an individual, a unit, or grade of an individual.
%ﬁfﬁ?ﬁﬁf“lﬁ“I}I“f{mﬁterial was classifled by the originator and ooy
- e class catlion was based on content and in compliance with
an unknown directive, 25X1
25X1
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2. "top seeret” and "secret"
' documents carried no identifying stamp. Instead, they were handled
in paper packets which were classified themselves. The individual
items inside the outer envelope were sewn through with thread and
seliled. Secret documents were listed in a special register by the
number of paper packets.| -

25X1

3. In the 13th Gds Meocz Div, information that would be clasasified if it
appeared on paper, was Quitl4QfIQn4hrlnAmittQdAnnnnlughnghnlnnhAnngggf25x1

25X1

Unclassified official mall was handled through the postal
system. It normally was concerned with routine administration work
that did not assoclate name, grade, or unit of individuals, Units
were shown only by FPN and individuals indlcated only by name, If
& dooume re an individual ‘s name and rank it was considered 25X1
"searet” : '

Handling of Classified Meill

4, Classified doouments were carried on the Chop (N 48-25, E 22-11)
Soviet military train in and out of Austria throughout the year,
Duning the summer months, when the rest af the 13th Gds Meoz Div
was in summer camp,. |unit and the Auto School picked up 25X1
and delivered thelr own olassified documents from the train, 1In
winter, these two units along with the rest of the division were
serviced by speeial trucks from the division's regiments..

5. When the train uervieed&gfﬁ;;agijunit, classified mail s.vvice was
available during both o e daily stops 1t made in Wilfleinsdorf
(N 48-00, E 16-13), Austria. Sometimes, if no one met the train to
teke the secret doocuiments, they were carried for two or three days
by the train orew until the Bn. Secret Doouments Clerk show
The train ran every day except Sunday. 25X1

there appeared to be no system of ; a ere “£ONI

were incoming olassified documents to be piecked up and the Secret
Documents Clerk met the train only when he had outgolng ltems | 25X1

25X1
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Chop-Vienna Military Train Mall Car
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The Secret Documents Section of the mail car on the Chop traln used
an ordinary suitcase as 1ts only classified correspondence contalnsn
Tn the suitcase were packets of classiflied mail and a reglster. 25X1
Also, in the car there were often waterproof canvas sacks of manuals.
_The manuals were both classified and unclassified. |

In winter, classified mail was delivered in Ford trucks to all units

of the 13th Gds Mecz Div. The trucks were from all the regiments25X1

the division. Each regilment supplied a truck for a month. In &

mail truck were an officer (branch and rank unknown), two guards

with SMG's (branch and grade unknown), and a driver. | | 25X1
[ lthese personnel were probably from divislon headquarters. The o5y
officer carried a sultcase for the classified documents and the

reglster, and was armed with a platol,| 25X1

\ | ’ 25X1

Attached to the Chop-Vienna military train was ome freight car that
contained the Chop Train Post Offlce and Mepsage Center (PSD = Punkt
Sboro Doneseniye) of COF.' The personnel of the mall car were always
from the GGF Hq 1n Baden, All were slgnal corpe personnel who lived
in the CGF Hq compound and fulfilled all their military obligations

there., Eaoh train earried a r gomplement of one offlcer &s
poetal car chief and four EM, the officer had 25X1
nothing to do with the astual handling o e mall, but merely acted

&8 0ar cﬁmmanégr. Nermally, he was a lieutenant or a senior lleu-

tenant | Two of the 25X1
EM, a sergeant and a private, operated the ordinary mall

seotion and two EM, also & sergeant and a private, operated the
classified doouments seotion. All EM were armed with PPSh SMG's

and wore black shoulderboards with black piping and signal insignia.

\ there might have been six or seven such teams for 25X1
the Chop train, as they always seemed to have rellefs in case of
leave, illness, or punishment | 25X1

25X1

As these men had to cross the borders of Austria, Hungary, and the
USSR, they all carried a considerable number of documents and permits,
These documents were validated for each trip and entrlies were made

at each border crossing.

The functions of the personnel were divided into two distinet areas
of responsilbility; one carried the ordinary mall and the other
operated the message center and handled classified documents.,

a. The group handling ordinary mall carrled newspapers, magazlines,
and letters from the USSR. In Austria and Hungary 1t dropped
off and picked up mall of the various units enroute. The mall
that was plcked up was brought to Vlienna and from there further
transported by vehicle to Baden to the CGF Post Office for
processing. In Vienna, the train plcked up all packages
addressed to the USSR.
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b. The message center sectlon of this car handled all classifiec
documents and officlal mall. The secret documents clerksa
of all units enroute picked up and delivered their classified
material at the railroad stations during train halts. These
transactions were recorded in a special register that was
prepared 1ln two coples. The register indicated the time and
number of classified packets recelved. The reciplent. signed
his name, wrote out in words the number of packets he had
recelved, and placed his unit's stamp on the receipt. This
stamp carried the FPN and read "for packets" (dlya paketov).
Packets that contained documents classified secret or higher
were sewn through with & thin string and sealed. Often this
register would only be made up for one unit of the division
and the delivery of dll classiflied documents would be made to
that unit. The Secret Doouments Clerks would then have to go
%o the receiving unit accompanied by & staff officer of their
own unit to get thelr clessified documents. This sometimes
involved a long delay and & trip of conslderable distance
hefore the proper units recelved their classified mail, On

some occaslons, the Secrets Docum rk | \ IEY1
rai%ed to meet the Chop train and plcked up the classified 25X1
mail,

The train made two stops at the Goetzendorf (N 48-01, E 16-35)
station each day. In the morning only letters were delivered, At
noon it brought newspapers and magazines as well as lettera. The
PSD was in operation during both mtops,

i3th Gds Mooz Div Post Office

12,

13,

14,

The 13th Gds Meoz Div Post Office - was located 25X1
in Moedling (N 48-05, E 16-17). It was known as the Military Postsl
Station (VPS-Voyenno-Poohtovaya Stantsiya), FPN 71775. It handled

the mall for almost all regiments and separate battalions of the

13th Gds Mecz Div. :

The personnel of the post office were two officers and two EM., An
administrative service (administrativnaya sluzhba) senior lieutenant
(name unknown) was the chief. An administrative service Junior
lieutenant (name unknown) held the title of Senior Receiver
(starshily priyemshchik) of the post office. Both officers wore

narrow silver shoulderboards w 25X1
unior 25X1

sergeant (name unknown) was the Junior Receiver of the post office.

He wore signal shoulderboards with signal insignia, The other

EM was a private (name unknown) who wes the driver of the post

office vehicle. | ‘ - 25X1
| 25K1

The transportatlion assigned to the post office by the 13th Gds NMecz
Div Hq was one Ford 4-wheel truck, model unknown. In the post office
were scales, several metal hoxes for mall and cash, rubber stamps

with the FPN number and date used for postal adminlstration, & rubber
date stamp for cancelling stamps, packages, and other personal mail,
needles, thread, cheesecloth for wrapping packages, various blanks
(money transfer, ocustoms declarations, receipts ror registered letters,
recelpts for packages and money, and permits), reglsters for incoming
regletered mail, and & log for bllls of lading for outgoing mall.

Vienna Military Postal Statidn (VRS),.FPN 96309

15.

The Vienna VPS| 'was the only one in the district25X1
was located in an enclosure of the Komendatura of the 4th region of
Vienna, | |all Soviet installations in the 25X1
vieinity of Vienna received thair mall at this point.
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| the Vienna VPS differed from the 13th Gds. Mecs,

Dlv. VPS 1In that it did not belong to any divlsion. While there,
he had seen alr force, infantry, armored, engineers, and even

civilian personnel picking up and the post 1
office one of the mail clerks had had recognize@5x
some of the "civilians" as men with whom he had served during bag'z

training and that they had guardedly replied,when gueried on thef§X1
clvilian dress, that they were living quite well and servine 4nm

counterintell

25X1 |
At the Vienna VPS, maill was also sent and ic -
llan administration units and firms. L ggil
|

The personnel of this post office were two officers and two EM. The
Chief of the post office was an administrative gervice Junior lieu-
tenant, Shpagin, (fnu). The Senior Receiver was an administrative
service Junlor lieutenant Demidenko (fnu). Both of these officers

wore narrow silv out insignia and unknown pipin§5x1
\ , two EM were both privates and

had Job titles of "junior receivers', 25X1
They wore signal shoulderboards with a&gﬁax insignla.

This post office had uo organic tranmsportation. Its equipment was
the same as that of the 13th Gds Mecz Div post office,

The Vienna VPS always received all of the packages sent by the 25X1
personnel or[xi}unit. The packages were taken by the post
office only on certain specified days of the month. | 25x25X1

Personal Maill Service

21,

Each unlt in the Soviet Army in Austria that carried a separate

FEN (not counting the letter suffix) had a regularly-assigned EM

mail clerk, | such units were separate battalions and 25X1
regiments., Higher headquarters normally had an assigned PO whose

FPN was used by its personnel. Sometimes two or more units located
close together would be assigned the same FPN number for simplifica-
tion of mail dellvery. As an example the 55th Sep 25X1
Tk Tng Bn, and the Auto School, both of the 13th Gds Mecz Div.,

were under the same FPN. However, in such cases, each unit still
furnished 1ts own mail eclerk who was subordinate to his own unit
political officer. 1In order to pick up mail for his unit, a mail

clerk needed an authorization signed by his CO or the unit ohilef of
staff. Each mail clerk, upon recelving mall for his unit, had to

sign a receipt at the post office for the number of newspapers

and magazines belonging to bothindividual subseribers and the unit.

At the 13th Gds Mecz Div Post Office at Moedling the meil clerks

had to sign for the number of incoming letters. \ J25X1
during the last year | | the number of letters ZOAI
was estimated and not counted in order to save time. -
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When a mall eclerk was notifled by the post office that sameone in
his uwhit had a letter of monetary value, the mail elerk neéded a
signed authorlization from the addressee to pick up this letter.

This authorization had to be countersigned by the Bn. Chief of
Staff. The only other alternative was to have the addressee -
acocompany the mall clerk to the post office and personally receive
‘the letter. When privates received money from their parents or
relatives in the USSR, it was the duty of the unit Chief of Finanee
to initiate a deposit book for them.  All personnel in higher
grades already had deposit books.. The initiation of a4 deposit book

. involved a donsiderable amount of bother to the Chief ¢f Finaneel  I-zv4

'he normally detailed the mail clerk to talk to the 25X1
private and explain the situation. EM would sign a statement that

they refused the moriey and it was then returned by the post office

to the sender without any explanation., [~ - s deposltosx
book had to be initlated because Soviet curreney was not permitted
outside the USSR. ’

In order to pilok up private registered mail or printed matter
(panderol'), & mail olerk had to sign a military register at the
post office, oontaining the following information: the type of
mail (registered letter of printed matter), place from where sent,
sender, addressee, and the total pleces. After filling out the
rosiltcr, the mail olerk signed the register with his title, name,
and the date, The register was made out in two ocopies and the mail
slerk signed onlg the duplicate. Such mail had to be delivered
personally and the addressee had to sign a receipt for it. 1In
cases where the addressee was no 1onger in the unit, the resceipt and
the mall were réturned to the post office.

The same transaction was carried out upon receipt of a money
transfer from the USSR. When personnel sent money to the USSR, it
was sent through the Chief of the Field Bank and only a bonded
individual (normally the unit Ghief of Finance) received the money
and gave a signed roster of senders to the maill olerk for delivery
to the post office. Socldiers paid for the money transfer in :
Austrian sehillings whioh probably were converted into rubles by the
finance officer.

EM were’ m to send one package every month to the USSR.
privates rarely sent packages as their monthly 25X1

pay ocould not purchase anything worth londinﬁ. Those that did mend
ackages normallz spent thelr entire pay of 40 schillings and ment

hem marked for that value. EM were permitted to send up to 5 kg.,
offlicers up to 10 kg., and general officers up to 15 kg.

Untll fall 1953, all officers paid a certain amount as & customs fee
for sending their packages, whereas, the EM, including extended tour
soldiers (sverkhsroshniki), could send packages free, After this date,
all personnel sent pasckages without peying a ocustoms fee. The
authority to send packages free of charge was granted by the Bn.

CO and made up by the shlef clerk of the Bn. Staff. This authority
was signed by the Bn., CO and a ocopy was retained at Bn. Hq. on ifile.
All coples indioated the grade, full name of sender, addressee of

the package, FPN of the sender's unit, and the date of the authority.
Enlisted personnel were pérmitted to send packages only to their
immediate families. II the last name of the addressee was not the
same as the sender's, the latter had to present to the post office
documentary proof of relationship. Until fall 1953, EM either took
the packages to the post office personally or had to ask the maill
elerk to make the delivery for them. Upon delivery to the post
office, oontents of the package were ghescked and the deliverer was
permitted to msew it up. .

CONFIDENTIAL
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In order to send a package, a declaration., identical to the postal
declarations used in the USSR by everyone, had to be filled out

and s8lgned. This declaration was purchased at the post offiece for
30 Austrian groschens. The package was sewn by the sender with
string and marked with bold print. It was then weighed and a number
was sewn on the ecover indieating the welght of the paekage. This
welght and the number of the post office was also written on the
packege. After this, the postal slerk filled out and gave a malling
recelpt for the package. After fall 1953 parcels were collected

by the units, sewn up by the senders, and delivered by unit vehiales
to the post office. '

An officer was appointed by each unit commander to handle packagesn,
This officer carried a permanent general slearance signed by the’
unit CO to handle packages for the unit. This method was initiated
80 that senders oould pack their own pareels, The unit CO normaliv .
published an order appointing a specific officer 25X1
the unit Chief of Communiocations was appointed) as the
responsible party for cheeking all parcels, There was no listing
of eontents on the package but the post offise informed personnel they
sould not send written or printed matter, watches, food, or glass
items. 1In some units, the appointed officer received no written order
but simply received a generasl clearance from the unit CO. This elear-
Ance was an extraot from the appointment order and was taken to the
post office by the mail olerk or the appointed officer and there,
attached to the postal acoreditation for the unit, On this olearance
was indloated a specimen of the agpointcd officer's signature and
the heraldie stamp of the unit whieh also showed the unit FPN. This
officer was required to oomplete the reverse side of the declaration
filled out by the sender of the paskage. by writing that eontraband
WaAS not present and signing his name. The authority to inspeect
phokages was issued on a printed form by eash post office to the unit
officers appointed to sheok paokages,

Untll fall 1653, it was necessary for officers sending packages to
the USSR to have garmitl or licenses illtlonzii) or sertified permits
faktury litseneii) in whieh they indiocated what item was being sent,
he material, its eclor, value, and quantity. At this time, they
paid o goverﬂmental mailing eharge through the unit Chief of Finanee,
The unit 00 then signed the permit and the officer sent his package
to the pest offiee., At the post office, the package was opened, the
permit was sheoked for agouracy, and two copies of the permit were
placed in the package. The package was then sewn up in a sheesesloth
wrapping. (Oscasionally, these permits had been issued by the Chief
of the Post 0ffice.) The permit was in three copies all of whieh
bore the same number. The third 00py was retained by the unit finance

offieer, while the original and seeond so went with the po,elfcag;zr.i 25X1

L'vov, paskages were again opened up and cheoked at an unknown postal
inn:a%%agian. and the meeond eopy of the permit was retained by the
nstallation.

All newspapers and magazines received by unlts were ordered by Div.
Hq. through the offise of the Div Deputy CO for Political Affairs.
The request for these publisations was sent to the Div Deputy CO
for Political Affairs. The request was sent to the Div. Hq. signed by
Thetunit Dep CO for Politieal Affairs indicating the number of oopies,
the name of publlcations, and the eost per quarter of the desired
publications, These were collestive subseriptions and individual
requests., These subseriptions were signed by the moldiers of eaeh
unit, often involuntarily. Those who refused to sign had to report
to the unit Dep CO for Politleal Affairs and | ;25X1
they "cheerfully agreed" to subseribe.
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Approved For Release 2009/09/18 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400250008-2



31.

32.

33.

Approved For Release 2009/09/18 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400250008-2

CONFIDENTIAL

i I 251

In cases when the addressee of incoming personal mall had transferred
to anotheriunit in Austria, returned to the USSR, or was not in the
unlt at all, a tag was pasted to the letter envelope or wrapping of
the printed matter and this informatlon was written thereon by the
mall clerk. Where the new address was known, a notewas added
directing that the mall be forwarded to the new unit.

All ineoming mail, except elassified matter, was delivered to the
maill clerks 1n large paper bags with a bill of lading attached on

the outside of the bag indicating the FPN of the unit of destination.
Normally all mail was transported to and from the USSR by trailn, but
material requiring rapld delivery came from the USSR by air. Letters
sent to the USSR requiring rapid delivery and all outgoing mall des-
tined for elements of the ogeupation foreces outside the CGF command
area (e.g., to East Germany) went by air to the USSR first and were
then redirected to the addressee.

Ordinarily, private letters and newspapers were brought to the post
offloe by the same train. The lssue of this malil was often delayed

until the CGF daily publieation, For the Honor of the Motherland

(za Chest' Rodin ),was ready for Issue. Upon arrival 1n the unlt,
the unit personal mall was carried by the mail eclerk to the unit
library and sorted. Officers' mail was delivered individually by

. the mall clerk. The mall fpr. the companies was pleked up by an 25X1

EM deslgnated as a eompany mall man by the Company Deputy CO for
Polltleal Affalrs, _
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